o NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
C%Ré State of Califomia

@l The Natural Resources Agency

Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)

PROJECT TITLE Jackson Demonstration State Forest - Camp 6 Replicate — Multi Cohort Study

PROJECT LOCATION  Jackson Demonstration State Forest, Fort Bragg, CA County  Mendocino

LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)

CONTACT Lynn Webb

ADDRESS 802 North Main Street PHONE  (707) 964-5674
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection policy states that research and demonstration projects are the primary
purpose of Jackson Demonstration State Forest (JDSF). The Camp 6 Multi Cohort Replicate is one of six in the long-term
Multi Cohort Stand Density Study by Dr. Pascal Berrill of Humboldt State University. The Camp 6 Replicate project area
consists of three plots of 0.5 acres, each with an approximately 3 acre buffer of similar stand density surrounding the central
plot. It is located entirely within the Camp 6 Timber Harvesting Plan (THP) that was completed in june, 2012.

Study plots and buffers were marked to meet target densities and harvested as part of the Camp 6 THP. The post-harvest
densities for permanent plot locations are above the target and need to be reduced in order to be consistent with the other
replicates. The adjustment consists of felling primarily hardwoods (95%) and smaller stems that are nearest to the plot center.
Approximately 250 trees < 12 inches and 65 trees > 12 inches DBH will be felled. Felled trees will not be yarded for
commercial purpose, and trees within plots will be cut to lie within approximately 30 inches of the ground in order to reduce
the fire hazard. Environmental information developed for the Camp 6 THP was referenced during environmental review.

EXEMPTION STATUS

[X] Categorical Exemption Type/Section: R E C E I V E D
Class 6 Information Collection §15306

D Statutory Exemption (state code section): OCT 29 2013

[] Ministerial (§21080(b)(1): 15268)

D Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) A

D Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) STATE CLEARING HOUSE

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT

This project meets the Class 6 Categorical Exemption described in state law (14 CCR Section 15306) pertaining to Information

Collection: basic data collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities that do not result in a
serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.

An initial environmental review was conducted and the following topics could apply but were addressed as a consequence of
the THP: Aesthetics, Cultural Resources, and Recreation. Greenhouse Gas Emissions will be mitigated with time by growth of
the remaining trees and will not cause a significant adverse impact. For Agriculture & Forest Resources and Biological
Resources there is no potential for adverse effects on nesting birds because of the timing and protection measures: Conduct
felling and lopping outside of the Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) and avian nesting season (February | - August 30). Operations
are planned from October through January. Inspect individual trees greater than 11 inches DBH for potential nest structures
(cavities, platforms, or stick nests) prior to falling. Trees with nests will not be felled. The post-harvest, NSO habitat
characteristics specified in the Camp 6 THP (completed in June 2012) will be retained. The area has been classified as foraging
habitat. The most recent NSO survey was conducted for the Camp 6 THP in 2011 (THP 3" year) and the results showed no
NSO Activity Center within 1/4 mile of the project area. The centers for ME 511 have been consistently sited down slope

adjacent to the watercourse, not on upper slopes as is this project. The FPRs are not applicable because trees will not be
harvested for commercial purpose.

Field review has confirmed that no exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a Notice of Exemption for this project.
The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and
forestland/timberland, air quality, hiological resources, cultural resources, ggology and soils, Ereenhouse gas emissions,
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hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population and
housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, or to utilities and service systems. Documentation of the
environmental review completed by the Department is kept on file at the address noted above.
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