
Note:  The language  presented below in bold text within this sample letter must be addressed by the CAL FIRE Project Manager by including project-specific information prior to sending the written notification to the applicable California Native American Tribe on the NAHC list.

CAL FIRE Project Manager’s Name
Mail Address, Phone Number, and Email address
Cultural Resources Representative

Name of California Native American Tribe 

Mailing Address provided on the most current NAHC California Native American Tribe Contact List

Date

RE: Project Name and Number
Dear Cultural Resources Representative:

CAL FIRE hereby notifies you that it is proposing to conduct a project located in the geographic area traditionally and culturally affiliated with the provide California Native American Tribe (see description below and attached map).  Under California state law, the project is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act, and CAL FIRE may have to prepare an environmental document consisting of 1) a negative declaration, 2) a mitigated negative declaration, or 3) an environmental impact report.  State law under Assembly Bill 52 (Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1) now allows California Native American tribes 30 days to request consultation regarding possible significant effects that implementation of the proposed project may have on tribal cultural resources.  The request must be in writing to CAL FIRE and must identify a lead contact person.  CAL FIRE will begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving the tribe’s request for consultation.  The consultation may include a discussion concerning the type of environmental review necessary for the project, the significance of tribal cultural resources discovered, the significance of the project’s impacts on tribal cultural resources, and, if necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe may recommend.  
The consultation does not limit the ability of the tribe to submit information to CAL FIRE regarding the significance of the tribal cultural resources, the significance of the project’s impact on tribal cultural resources, or any appropriate measures to mitigate the potential impacts.  If you wish to informally submit information, written comments may be sent to CAL FIRE at address, phone number of the appropriate CAL FIRE office. General comments may also be submitted to CAL FIRE via e-mail at CAL FIRE e-mail address though transmittal of confidential information, such as the specific location of a cultural resource, is not recommended. In such instances you should notify CAL FIRE via formal letter, in person, or over the phone as the confidentiality of information transmitted via email cannot be ensured.
Project Information:

County:

Legal Location:

Distance and Direction to Nearest Community or Landmark:

Project Description:

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning this proposed project or what is being requested in this letter. 

Sincerely,

Your Name
Cc: Project File,  archeologist
Enclosure:  Project Location Map


